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A Message
from The
Head of
Press
By: Hannah Akhtar

Welcome to Thimun Qatar 2016! I am extremely
proud to present the Press Team’s first issue of this
Conference. Peacebuilding and Reconciliation
is the main theme of this years conference and
accordingly the content published in both this issue and the next three will be reflective of
this theme. I believe that collaboration is not only pivotal but also an integral component
of peacebuilding.
Collaboration among countries, cities, individuals uniting with each other for the sole
purpose of working towards a common goal. Such is the binding principle of THIMUN- a
platform for hundreds of delegates, representatives of diverse nations working together
indulging in discussions and debating on solutions to issues of monumental importance
plaguing the world today. It is through THIMUN, that the youth of today are provided with
the opportunity to take the next steps into uncharted territories. Gaining deeper knowledge
and developing responsible attitudes will result in switching the problem from the older
generation to the youth to address.
The Press team consisting of dedicated photographers, reporters, online broadcasters,
editors layout members, and artist are a prime example of the principle of collaboration.
Throughout our joined up efforts, we have come together in order to deliver to you the
most tantalizing captions from the conference. Don’t forget to check out thimunqatarpress.
org and the THIMUN Qatar Facebook page for photos and videos.
Inshallah, I hope you have a phenomenal conference!
Celebrating five wonderful years of Thimun and hopefully many more to come! #tq2016
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Cyprus: A Coun
By: Rameen Dogar
In response to a military coup conducted
by Greek Cypriots in an effort to unite Cyprus
with Greece, Turkey invaded the island of Cyprus
in 1974[SK1] . Cyprus, a country located just
south of Turkey, has faced a series of territorial
disputes dating back to the 19th century as a
result of its history of interchanging Greek and
Turkish occupation. After the latest attempt of
Greek Cypriots, the majority, to accede to Greece,
Turkey reacted with an invasion of the island
country.
Peace talks in Geneva between Greece,
Turkey, and Britain found that Turkey, although
it agreed to halt its invasion, insisted on its troops
remaining on the island and the formation of a
geographical separation of some kind between
Cyprus’ northern and southern halves[SK2] as
a means of setting up the ultimate accession
of Northern Cyprus to Turkey. Makarios, the
president of Cyprus at the time, refused to accept.
Eventually, the talks ended.
Turkey continued its invasion of the island.
When an official and permanent ceasefire was
eventually called, Turkey was found to be in
control of more than one-third of the country. A
United Nations Buffer Zone or more commonly
the “Green Line” was placed between Turkish
Cyprus and Greek Cyprus.
In the course of the division process,
thousands of Cypriots were killed or wounded
and another few thousand had been dislocated.
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In the end, 165,000 Greek Cypriots
either fled or were expelled from
Northern Cyprus. Similarly, 45,000
Turkish Cypriots also relocated. The
Green Line was patrolled by UN
Troops and after Turkish invasion
harsh restrictions were placed on the
border.
In 1983 Northern Cyprus
declared independence, proclaiming
itself the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus (KKTC). The

ountry Divided
began with higher stakes and possibilities
for success. This is largely due to the friendly
correspondence displayed between President of
Northern Cyprus Mustafa Akinci and President
of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades, who have both
agreed upon the need for reunification.
Another factor to consider in the process
of peacebuilding is Turkey. According to Cyprus
Mail, Turkey has “maintained a hands-off
policy” regarding Cyprus peace talks. “Turkey is
not intervening or trying to manipulate...There is
no pressure, intervention or paranoia about what
is being agreed,” states Ermine Colak, Turkish
Cypriot “foreign minister”.

KKTC was recognized as being separate
from Greek Cyprus by Turkey alone,
with the country keeping approximately
30,000 troops in the area.
After Cyprus joined the EU in 2004,
although it remained divided, travel
restrictions eased up and people were
allowed to cross the border for the first
time in over 30 years.
Several peace talks have been held
in recent years, all with little success.
In May 2015 UN-brokered peace talks

Now, it seems as though it is simply a
matter of laying out the plans for reunification.
However, the issue of reunification is not so
simple. According to UN Envoy Espen Barth
Eide, the Cyprus peace talks are reaching a
“critical juncture” where Turkish and Greek
Cypriot leaders will need to make (and have
made - to some degree) hard decisions about
“territorial adjustments, power sharing, and
property rights” if the reunification of the island
is to be achieved.
Although the leaders have been able to
reach agreements on several issues and progress
towards peace has been made, certain issues,
particularly those of property rights, have yet to
be settled and the realization of peace remains
uncertain.
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The UN and Peace
What is peacebuilding? According to former UN Secretary-General Boutros BoutrosGhali, the concept of peacebuilding to the UN is the 'action to identify and support structures,
which tend to strengthen and solidify peace in order to avoid a relapse into conflict'.

The concept of peacebuilding can be defined in many ways, and its aims overlap between
peacemaking, peacekeeping (defined as the 'active maintenance of a truce between nations
and communities) and conflict resolution. Peacebuilding activities look for the root causes of
conflict, and aim to resolve the consequences of violence through resolutions developed to
stabilize societies socioeconomically and/or politically. The Peacebuilding Commission (PBC)
was created by the General Assembly and the Security Council in 2005. The PBC brings together
the government of a specific country as well as relevant domestic and international agencies to
come up with a resolution to prevent a relapse into conflict.
Peace is one of the four pillars of the UN. In the Preamble of the UN Charter, the United
Nations is stated to have been created 'to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,
which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind'. The founders of the UN
had lived through the devastation of two world wars and believed that to prevent another, peace
must be created and maintained. The other pillars of the UN are Human Rights, the Rule of
Law and Development and these pillars are used together to bring about a better world. Like
the others, Peace is placed in a position of such importance because with peace comes the
development of global relations. Since 1945, the UN has served as a catalyst to betterment of
international relationships, the majority of which rose from the ruins of the Second World War.
In 2004, a report on threats to peace and security identified six main categories of
threats. These categories include: socioeconomic threats, inter-state conflicts, internal conflicts,
Page 5

Weapons of Mass Destruction, terrorism and transnational organized crime. As has been seen
in recent times, all the latest incidents of violence can be placed into one or all of the categories
above. Some of the conflicts that fall under these categories include organized crime in Mexico,
the Taliban in Afghanistan, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Ukrainian Conflict and the
Syrian Civil War.
So, how successful has the UN been in creating and maintaining peace? One of agency’s the
success stories is the Sierra Leone peacekeeping operation from 1999 to 2005. The United
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), created by the Security Council, was mandated
to help peacebuilding and peacekeeping in the country. During the course of its mandate, the
UN Mission disarmed more than 75,000 ex-fighters, many of whom were child soldiers, helped
rebuild and train the country's police and contributed to the improvement of the infrastructure.
The Missions also assisted with the national elections and helped the Government stop the
blood diamond trade which had helped the rebels gain weapons. Furthermore, more than
42,000 weapons and 1.2 million rounds of ammunition were destroyed.
Another successful operation is the United Nations Military Observer Group in India and
Pakistan (UNMOGIP). This operation first began in January 1948 in response to the dispute
over Kashmir, and was known as United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan. After this
dispute was solved, the UNMOGIP was to supervise the ceasefire in Kashmir. Hostilities erupted
again over Rann of Kutch in 1965. This conflict escalated, so another operation was created: the
United Nations India-Pakistan Observation Mission (UNIPOM). In January 1966, the parties
agreed to a withdrawal plan. Now, the UNMOGIP remains to observe that the agreements and
ceasefires are being adhered to.
However, there are operations that the UN have failed in handling. The worst massacre
since Second World War, which took place during Bosnian war is the failure that led to the
creation of the United Nations Peacebuilding Commission. The Bosnian Muslim fighters
had surrendered their weapons to the UN peacekeepers after the area had been deemed safe.
However the Serbs began attacking Srebrenica and the peacekeepers refused to return weapons
to the Bosnian Muslim fighters, which led to mass killings, while UN peacekeepers stood by and
watched the bodies pile up. 8,000 Muslim men and boys were killed due to the failure of the UN
in controlling the situation. Another well-known incident is the genocide in Rwanda. An inquiry
found that the UN had ignored evidence of the genocide plan and more than 2,500 peacekeepers
were withdrawn after the murder of 10 Belgian soldiers. The UN-Secretary General at the time,
Kofi Annan, received harsh criticism and was accused of failing to passing on warnings of the
genocide. Close to 2 million people were killed during the course of the genocide.
Currently, there are 16 peacekeeping operations in the UN. Many of them involve
observing, providing help politically, humanitarian aid and the defending of human rights.
Though not always successful or easy to accomplish, peacebuilding and peacekeeping always has
been, and to this day remains of great importance to the United Nations.
										By Nivarthana Epalawatta
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Russian-Turkish Conflict 2015
After Syrian forces downed a Turkish jet
within their borders in 2012, Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan protested
that brief incursions are not reason enough
for an attack. He pointed out that Syrian
helicopters entering Turkish airspace were
never shot down. As a response to this
incident in 2012, Erdoğan adopted a stricter
policy on military elements entering Turkish
airspace, considering intrusion a threat.
Incidents after 2012 include Turkish forces
shooting down a Syrian helicopter in 2013
and a Syrian warplane in 2014 and most
recently, a Russian jet plane on 24 November 2015. This was the first downing of a Russian jet
plane since the Cold War, entailing in escalating tensions. However, Turkish response to the
incident has been positive, with Erdoğan implementing preventative measures against further
escalation. NATO has furthermore been encouraging peace talks between the two countries.
At first, Turkish membership in NATO was fearsome because of the possibility of NATO
taking sides and increasing the tensions. Nonetheless, there have been numerous attempts at
restoring the peace.
In October 2015, Russian aircraft had entered
Turkish borders for a brief moment, due to weather
conditions. Discussion between Russian and
Turkish officials concluded with the agreement
that measures would be taken to prevent
further incursion. When two
Russian jet planes reentered
Turkish
borders on 24
November
2015, crossing the borders for 17 seconds, Turkish operators
sent 10 warnings over a five-minute span – prior to and during the incursion – telling
the jet planes to alter their direction.
The first aircraft exited Turkish airspace after violation, but the second was
shot down and landed in Syrian territory. Two pilots ejected from the plane, but were
shot and killed by Syrian rebels. A third pilot was killed by ground fire and a fourth
was rescued. Russian President Vladimir Putin called the incident a “stab in the back
by terrorist accomplices” to express his anger. However, Turkish Prime Minister
Erdoğan refused to apologize to the Russian government, stating that Turkey, same
as any country, has the right to self-defense. “I think if there is a party that needs to
apologize, it is not us,” Erdoğan said. “Those who violated our airspace are the ones Page 13

who need to apologize. Our pilots and our armed forces, they simply fulfilled their duties, which
consisted of responding to . . . violations of the rules of engagement. I think this is the essence.”
Tensions between Turkish and Russian governments originate in disagreements over the
Syrian Civil War: Syria is in a frightening state with Assad, the Kurds, and ISIL fighting for power.
The core goal uniting Russia, Turkey, and the U.S. is the removal of Assad from presidency. The
U.S. focuses Assad’s removal and on destroying ISIL. Russia prefers that Assad maintain power
and claims to be focused on defeating ISIL. Turkey, on the other hand, seems most focused on
fighting the Kurds, who are nevertheless an effective force against terrorist forces. For this reason,
among others, Putin describes the Turks as “terrorist accomplices.”
Taking into account the opposing
viewpoints on the Syrian War, many believe that
the incursion of the Russian jet plane in Turkish
boarders and the shooting of the jet by the
Turks were pure provocation. As a result of this
incident, Russia suspended its visa-free system
with Turkey and has stopped Russian tourism
in Turkey, previously a major destination for
Russian travellers.
It is important to emphasize the
Turkish involvement in NATO, as was
briefly mentioned in the beginning of the
article. NATO held an emergency meeting
at Turkish request. The aim of NATO is to
deescalate tension between these two countries, as a
separation in the alliance against ISIL would be weakening.
“The last thing NATO wants right now is a new conflict with
Russia with everything else that’s going on,” said Kim Sengupta, The
Independent’s defense and diplomatic correspondent. Hopefully, Russian and
Turkish relations will not be severely damaged and hopefully, deescalating tensions will be
successful – for this is all that will help us attain world peace.
											By Kylie Barnstead
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