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Does participating in MUN truly
change lives?
“MUN has become a part of me, it has given me a story, a memory that I will cherish within
me forever.” - Anonymous
          In 2014, 1487 participants from all over the globe took part in the first large scale
		
Model United Nations survey that gathered results on MUN participation and 		
		
its impact on attitudes, perceptions and life outcomes.
		
			
			

“The accumulation of my MUN experiences is the reason why I do my job well
today.” Stated one of the survey respondents. As public speaking is a 		
great part of every MUN conference, countless participants believe that
         it has helped them gain self- confidence and enhance their public speaking
				 abilities.
       ‘Taking part in MUN was the first step to my self-discovery’ 					Anonymous
					
			
						
				
				

Survey results captured statistical data and feedback, 		
concluding MUN has had a deep impact on current and
previous participants. With strong academic and 		
social skills to be gained, it has made them less 		
shy and more able to work collaboratively.

					

“My debating skills were greatly increased, my self-		
     confidence was boosted, and my English skills,
					 skyrocketed.”- Anonymous
				
The future of MUN lies within the hand of current participators
				
who are willing to expand on the program and work towards 		
			
closely modeling the real United Nations. As the online and middle 		
			
school programs continue to grow, MUN has become a part of many 		
			
schools around the world.
		
Over 80% of students reported that MUN was their favorite extra-curricular
		
activity, whether you agree or disagree with this majority, make sure to share 		
		
you MUN story and let your voice be heard to help shape the future of the 		
		program.
											By Habiba Sallam
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Dress Code

The Actual Dress Code

THIMUN Qatar’s Dress Code
Thousands of people from all around the world
arrive in Qatar to participate in THIMUN Qatar
conferences. Considering that all participants
respect the dress code of THIMUN Qatar’s conferences all members will be expected to wear
clothing that is appropriate in order to attend
THIMUN Qatar.
Given the situation that participants do not manage to follow and respect these simple rules and
guidelines, participants will have to be sent home
and will not be able to attend conferences in the
future. It is extremely important that delegates
and council members are dressed appropriately
and are meeting dress code expectations as they
are all representing the Councils, Commissions
and Conferences of the United Nations. Council
members and Delegates will also be expected to
be on their best behaviour both during the conference sessions and outside QNCC.

At a regular conference men are required to
wear a pair of formal trousers (preferably black)
a shirt, black shoes and a blazer. Male participants are recommended to dress in a tuxedo.
Qatari national dress will not be permitted during
the conferences as each delegate has been assigned to represent their own country or nation
and should dress appropriately.
Women are advised to dress in either formal
dresses or formal suits. The dress or suit must be
below the knee and no sleeveless shirts are permitted. The delegate must remember to respect
the Qatari culture and to dress appropriately.
What not to wear
Inappropriate dress includes:
Scarves, hats, non- THIMUN badges, buttons
and pins
Sports shoes and denim clothing
Facial piercing
  National Costume
By Emily Zhao
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Palestine Joins ICC
The International Criminal Court (ICC) has started
investigating Israeli attacks on Palestinian territory,
and will be granting Palestine official membership
of the court. This is a key step towards being able
to charge Israel for alleged war crimes. However,
this decision has raised tensions with Israel and
the United States and could potentially
expose Palestinian officials to war
crimes charges against themselves.
The ICC is based in The Hague
and deals with war crimes,
crimes against humanity and
genocide. The UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon has
stated that the Palestinians
will officially join the ICC on
1 April, allowing them to place
charges for alleged acts of violence.
Senator Lindsey Graham, of South
Carolina urged the Palestinians to reconsider
their ICC membership, finding that filing a
lawsuit against Israel ‘incredibly offensive’ and a
‘bastardising of the role of ICC’. Warning them
that Palestine could ‘lose millions in US aid’ if they
sue Israel in ICC.

The United States annually supplies more than
$400 million to the Palestinian Authority, and
any cut in these funds would cause great strain in
Palestine. With more than 2,100 Palestinians killed,
tens of thousands of homes in Gaza destroyed on
the Palestinian side while 67 soldiers and six
civilians were killed on the Israeli side.
Palestinians believe Israel should be
sued for their atrocities during the
50-day conflict last summer.
The Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
described the situation as an
‘outrage’ accusing the court
of overstepping its boundaries,
stating that ‘The Palestinian
Authority is not a country and
therefore is not the court’s place,
also according to its own rule, to carry
out an examination like this.’ Nevertheless,
the ICC disagrees with Netanyahu’s definition of
a state and continues to refer to the territories as
‘Palestine.’
				By Habiba Sallam

5

Opinion Editorial

I Am Not A Slave

I am not a slave
“Admin are not slaves; they just
want to help people”.
‘I prefer to called an assistant
delegate’
‘Why don’t they do their own
work then?!’
‘How are we slaves? We don’t
even do anything.. ‘
Quote from delegate: ‘They’re
slaves because they do slave work’
The admin smiled sadly, brushing
the black curls out of her face as
she choked back tears. “I am not a
slave; I just want to help people.”
She sobbed. These unfortunate
beasts of burden suffer constant
abuse at the hands of the delegates
desiring water, postal services,
or human footstools. One can
identify an admins by their jarring
red T-shirts, the symbols of their
oppression.

One can identify an admins by
their jarring red T-shirts, the
symbols of their oppression. They
carry water and tend to the every
need of entitled delegates.
The admin team was designed as
a prestigious subdivision of the
delegation—a group of elite and
highly experienced individuals
with the capacity to help fashion
perfect resolutions. However, over
time they developed into a slave
labor force, summoned by rubbing
a tarnished tin lamp and yelling
“Hey you!”
“This is a serious humanitarian issue,” said one admin. “We
attempt to resolve the issues of
others globally, but what about us?
Serious human rights abuses are
happening right here. Our voices
are not heard. But I will speak!
I will be heard!” She yelled, as
three other admins restrained her.
Tired out, she slumped in a heap
on the floor until a delegate approached, prodding her with his
shoe and demanding that she bring
him coffee.
		
		By Anonymous
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Osama Ghani, Secretary General Interview
Osama Ghani began participating in Model United Nations almost on a whim: “I saw one of my geography
teachers carrying a bag that had the MUN logo on it, and I wanted to do it. So he (my teacher) got me
involved.” At DPS Modern International School, which Osama attended at the time, “It was a big deal, it
was kind of an elite club. I wanted to try it, and I really liked it.”
A mere three years later, Ghani has become
an integral part of international Model UN
conferences.  “The Middle East MUN circuit is
really small--it’s just us and some in Dubai
and Oman, so I’ve gotten to know a lot
of them personally,” says Ghani. These
friendships are his favorite part of MUN:
“When you’re sitting at the table with
people you’ve never met before, you’re
still laughing with them, acting like
you’ve known them for your entire life,
but you’ve only been there for three
days.”

When
prompted for
any embarrassing
memories from
THIMUN, Ghani
sheepishly admitted that during
the opening ceremony of his first THIMUN conference, he got lost in the
conference center while searching for the restroom and was eventually forced
to use a ladies’ restroom.  By the time he made it back to his seat, he had missed
most interesting opening speech.

the

Awkward moments aside, though, Ghani feels that MUN truly empowers all of its participants. “Before
I did MUN, I think I underestimated how capable students are,” he says.  “These aren’t easy issues to
tackle...but we’re discussing issues that even the biggest leaders of the world can’t solve, and we are able
come up with solutions that they can’t.  We have a more clear and focused vision, because we’re not mired
by politics.”
     Despite the Model UN’s headiness, Ghani hopes that this year’s conference will be laid back for
the delegates.  “Last year’s leadership was really different from the way I do it--a little stricter.  We’re
trying to make it a very friendly, open environment, especially for the officers.  I want to see really nice
friendships being formed, especially since the conference is getting bigger.”  (The conference’s attendance
rose from 1300 delegates in 2014 to 1500 this year.)
Outside the conference room, Ghani enjoys the color blue and chole bhature, a punjabi recipe
combining spicy chickpeas (chole) and fried bread (bhature).  He’s not completely sure what he wants
to do in the future yet, but if money weren’t an issue, he would work in the film industry as either a film
festival coordinator or movie critic, possibly somewhere in France.  He also enjoys wearing other people’s
glasses, and appreciates any delegates who are willing to lend him their spectacles for a selfie or two.
By Emily Zhao

Human Rights Committee 1: Overview
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HRC 1 will consider the dilemmas of human rights standards encompassing housing, self-determination, and
border crossings.  Through contending with these issues, hopefully HRC1 will set new bars for basic human
rights.
First, the members of HRC 1 will address the Geneva Convention standards for human rights, which were
established post World War II in an effort to endow all individuals in war zones with protection. Despite
the positive intentions of this legislation, many countries have
largely ignored it, refusing to abrogate practices of torture,
intimidation, and the accumulation of chemical weapons.
In addition, technologies and tactics have evolved, and
new breeds of insurgent guerilla groups such as the
Islamic State have emerged from regional instability.
The Geneva Convention regulations may have archaic
measures, and require updates for maximum affectivity
in protecting those in danger.
Next, HRC1 will consider shortages of housing, an
international problem unconfined to a single region.  
Questions arise about how to ameliorate abysmal

standards of living such as unsafe tenements and unfair
prices without inappropriately abridging the scope of
the free market. Pivotal in providing humane housing are
questions of security, safety, and prices. Oftentimes owners
will also practice forcible evictions and intolerance of
cultural expression in their desperate desire to protect profits.
Following the resolution of global housing dilemmas, the
delegates of HRC1 will consider the self-determination of Baluchis in Pakistan.  A large portion of the
Baluchistan region was absorbed into Pakistan in 1947. In the past, Pakistan has failed to respect the rights
of those inhabiting Baluchistan, and forced disappearances and detainments have occurred. Baluchistan is
split between Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran.  HRC1 will consider establishing a state designed to safeguard
the rights of those in Baluchistan, in which the Baluchis will be able to express and practice their culture
independently.
    Finally, the members of HRC1 will address a different type of abuse, which is common across the Middle
East and Africa.  Many attempt to cross borders in order to find safer and more hospitable countries that will
afford them a living wage. Unfortunately, many at the borders refuse to respect the rights of the migrants,
requiring bribes or practicing racial discrimination. Thus, many seeking asylum struggle to achieve safety
and equality when fleeing unfavorable circumstances.
     The delegates of HRC1 have their work cut out for them.  Questions of complex human rights have
riddled the developed and developing world since guidelines were first implemented during the World Wars.  
Hopefully, this diverse group of delegates will provide new and nuanced perspectives on these contentious
issues.
											By Josh Kazdan
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Security Council: An O
By: Hannah Akhtar
Over the duration of the next three days the Security
Council will be debating on topics concerning the
reduction of religious, communal and sectarian conflict
in Africa, the question of Ukraine, the future of Afghanistan
and the expiration of the International Security Assistance
Force ISAF mandate and finally the Responsibility to Protect and the standards of
intervention.  The first issue on the agenda is reducing religious, communal and
sectarian violence in areas of Africa.
Plagued with instability and violence over the past few decades; the majority
of the conflict in Africa is taking place between members of opposing religious
or political groupings. Over 1960 - 1980 there have been more than 70 coups
and 13 presidential assassinations located on the continent. There have been a
multitude of resultant short term and long negative term effects following this.
Subsequent to the gruesome events of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, the international
community fears that unpacified conflict of the same nature could potentially lead
to crimes of atrocity. Considering socio economic factors (especially intra national
violence), development has been significantly slowed down due to fact that the African
continent is the host of more LEDCs (Less Economically Developed Countries) than any other.
Therefore, it is vital that the violence be reduced; in order to improve standards of living and
eventually lead to an increase in HDI ( Human Development Index)
Then is the question of Ukraine, which is the second issue on the agenda.
November 2013 saw thousands of protesters travelling to Kiev as well as other cities for the
purpose of protesting the government’s sudden decision to abandon plans involving signing an
association agreement which had been made with the European Union. Russia had agreed on
reducing the price of gas being supplied to Ukraine; thus offering $15 in order to appease protesters.
Subsequent to a failed effort to violently disperse pro European Union protests; the government of
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych collapsed in February 2014. Security forces killed many
protesters, causing the parliament to flee to Russia.
The opposition was able to take control of the parliament under the interim president Oleksandr
Turchynov; however Russia did not recognise this and they responded by annexing Ukraine’s
Crimea region in March.
In April and May, armed pro Russian separatists seized areas of the Donbas region of Ukraine.
Ukrainian forces regrouped and eventually made substantial gains against the separatists in July
and August. However in late August and early September US and NATO officials have said that
Russia stepped up its support to the separatists by deploying several thousand Russian troops to
fight in Ukraine. Both the Russian troops and separatists have been supplied with hundreds of
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Overview
tanks, armoured personnel carriers, artillery,
surface to air missiles in addition to other military
equipment from Russia. As a result, Ukranian forces
have lost ground and could potentially lose more if Russia
continues to press its offensive.
Overall, war has significantly contributed to these problems; including
the destruction of infrastructure in the Donbas and a steep drop in the
value of Ukraine’s currency.   
The third issue in the agenda is the future of Afghanistan and the
expiration of the International Security Assistance. For the past three decades
Afghanistan has been a victim of one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises
has become the home of almost 25% of the world’s refugee population.
ISAF (International Security Assistance Forces) mandate refers to NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organization) which also directed the security mission in Afghanistan.
Initiated by the United Nations Security Council in December 2001, by Resolution
1368, (as expected by the Bonn agreement) the main aim of the mandate was to
train the Afghan National Security Forces; in addition to assisting the country in
restoring the vital government foundation. Despite this, it was also involved in the
war in Afghanistan
Subsequent to an extension, in October 2013, the ISAF mandate will eventually
expire by the end of 2014 after 13 years of service.
The fourth and final issue on the agenda is the responsibility to protect the standards
of intervention.
The execution of Genocides are prime examples of instances where the global
community failed to act efficiently for the purpose of preventing human rights
violations. Kofi Annan described humanitarian intervention is deemed as an
unacceptable assault on sovereignty.
An idea of Responsibility to Protect (R2P) was eventually established. R2P’s
purpose is to act as a reminder to nations of the responsibility they have to
protect in addition to support the human rights of their population. However
if this is not achieved; then the responsibility of the intervention
of other nations intervention has been highlighted. This has
been described as “the most important and imaginative
doctrine to emerge on the international scene
for decades” by Louise Arbor.
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GA1: An Overview
By: Emily Zhao
The first General Assembly committee’s
overarching theme is disarmament and
international security.   The first topic comprises
policy, trade, and territory issues in the Georgia,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Moldova
(GUAM) region, which following the Soviet
Union’s disintegration in 1991.  Though Georgia,
Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova had reached
tentative trade and policy agreements by 2005,
they remain in a state of “frozen conflict” in
which millions of people have been affected.
Outstanding issues the committee will address
include Russian military intervention in Ukraine,
Russian trade restrictions and sanctions policies
with various GUAM nations, and the North South
Transportation Corridor.
     The other regional conflict the committee will
discuss is that in Sudan and South Sudan. The
Republic of Sudan gained independence from its
British regime in 1956, a transition made rocky by
the large number of distinct ethnic groups present
in the region.   From its inception, the nation’s
government suffered from factionalism and
corruption; its initial constitution never addressed
the critical issue of whether the new state would
be secular or Islamic. A series of three civil wars
occurred beginning in 1955: the first ended in a
concession for a separate southern administrative
district, the second eventually led to South
Sudan’s independence in 2011, and the third is
an ongoing conflict between government and
opposition forces sparked by ethnic differences.
     The committee’s third topic will address the
larger issue underlying conflicts in both GUAM
and the nations of Sudan: regime change. Notable
regime changes of the past two decades include the
overthrow or attempted overthrow of Mohammed
Mosadeq, Hugo Chávez, Saddam Hussein,
Muammar Gaddafi, Hosni Mubarak, and Bashar

al-Assad in Iran, Venezuela, Iraq, Libya, Egypt,
and Syria, respectively. Many of these attempts or
regime changes occurred with the backing of outside
nations, and all resulted in wide-reaching conflict and
instability. The bloodiness of power exchanges and
armed conflict in general are closely tied to the trade
and distribution of arms, the committee’s final topic.  
Unregulated weapons distribution remains a critical
factor in bloody conflicts such as the Syrian civil war
and the ISIS campaign. Previous attempts to regulate
arms trade include the 2013 Arms Trade Treaty and
a Small Arms and Light Weapons resolution, which
reiterated the risk posed by the weapons trade and
worked to reduce the value of the weapons trade,
which is currently estimated to be worth 70 billion
USD. The committee will debate means of further
regulating and devaluing the armed weapons trade.
In the face of such heavy topics, GA1 chairs
Shanthanu Rao, Lama Alawami, and Dialla Jandali
hope that the delegates in their committee not only
engage in lively, engaged, and passionate debate,
but also a deeper understanding of their topics’
application to very real current events.
The four topics on which resolution and debate are
anchored are conflict in the regions of ; regulation of
regime changes; conflict and stability in Sudan and
South Sudan; and limiting arms trade in states not
engaged in conflict.
but questions remain concerning regulation of
National Security Agencies. The committee will
work to establish guidelines for the
distributed to or collected by the Syrian government
and organizations such as ISIS.
Topic 1: Conflict in the GUAM (Georgia, Ukraine,
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Moldova) region
Soviet Union’s breakdown in 1991
Yalta summit of 2001
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GUAM established in 1995
counters Russian influence
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
North-South Transportation Corridor (INSTC)    
conflict
Kosovo
Russian intervention
Topic 2: Establishing international norms regarding
the process of recognition and succession of regime
change
Recent examples: Tunisia, Iraq, Libya
Ethics/motives of regime change
Bureaucracy, coup d’etat, constitution
Revolution
Containment
Recent chaotic regime changes:
Iraq, American intervention
Libya, 2011, Gaddafi--violence between
Gaddafi troops and rebels
Syria--US aid to rebels, ongoing conflict
Egypt--revolution in 2011, Mubarak’s
overthrow
Venezuela, Cuba, Iran--American intervention
Topic 3: The question of Sudan and South Sudan
1956 Sudanese independence
unstable regimes
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (1983): fighting
against Shari’a law
North-South stratification in beliefs; southern oil
reserves
2011: South Sudan gains independence
issues

Running South Sudan’s pipeline through
North Sudan
Ethnic infighting in both countries
Education and poverty in South Sudan
		
Topic 4: The question of limiting arms trade
between states that are not participating in a
conflict or that are not situated in crisis areas
Transparency in arms trade ($70 billion
industry)
2013 Arms Trade Treaty to hopefully prevent
weapons from being used for genocide/
human rights violations, given to illegitimate
regimes, etc.
Reduced value of warfare/artillery market
to discourage trade
Limits quantities of imports/exports
Outstanding questions: weapons and
National Security Agencies of various
countries, small arms and light weapons
regulation
Tried/potential solutions: arms embargoes,
ATT, SALW resolution has been passed
Russia: 2nd largest arms exporter, involved
with Assad
Syria: arms and sanctioning
Control Arms Coalition, UN Office for
Disarmament Affairs
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GA3: An Overview
By: Josh Kazdan

This week, the delegates of GA 3 will contend with a myriad of social and humanitarian issues ranging from
the protection of world heritage sites to Kurdish self-determination.
Guarding antiquity poses difficulty even without military confrontation nearby.   Sites decay, requiring
restoration that maintains the integrity and authenticity of the ancient monuments. However, cultural sites
in Syria currently require non-archeological guardians if we hope to safeguard these wonders for future
generations.  With civil war raging near Damascus, sites such as the Ancient City of Bosma have come
into danger.   Currently, UNESCO chooses cites for preservation, and attempts to instate laws protecting
these monuments. The humanitarian committee will have to use discernment as they deliberate how to
delegate sites for protection and compel the contending political forces to respect the international boundaries
preventing the destruction of these sites.
After resolving the issues of cultural preservation, the determined delegates of GA 3 will consider the
plight of migrant workers attempting to support their families and often suffering abuse while doing so.
Migrant workers are defined as those laboring in other countries in order to support their families at home.  
Unfortunately, these laborers frequently experience racism and exploitation.  Employers neglect to inform
their laborers of their rights, and therefore these laborers have few tools to protect themselves. The delegates
will have to impose restrictions on free market labor in order to protect human rights, determining where
boundaries must restrain unmitigated abuse.
Indefatigable members of GA 3 will proceed to address the question of disaster recovery,
delegating resources and reforming policies. Natural disasters often initiate periods of
instabilities, especially in developing nations that lack resources
to mop up after nature. Developing social capital and networks to
distribute both monetary aid will become essential for countries
weathering the elements. Often international attention to disaster
relief dissipates with the departure of the media. However, the
delegates will continue to address innovative routes to recovery,
considering policies that could alleviate financial and infrastructural
deprivation in disaster devastated regions.
Finally, GA 3 will consider the Kurds, a stateless nation residing near
the border of Turkey and Iraq.  The Kurds have come under fire from
the Islamic State, which attacks them on account of their religious
differences. The surrounding nations have denied the Kurds
statehood, which may be their only hope for salvation. Turkey,
the most vehemently opposed to the creation of Kurdistan, has
also refused the Kurds protection against the IS, allowing the
militant group to commit genocide on its border.
Although these delegates will face contentious dilemmas, this
gifted and versatile group of multinational students will surely have
the capacity to meaningfully consider the complexities of these
issues and synthesize thoughtful resolutions.

GA6: An Overview
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GA6 will be discussing the question of digital and cyber surveillance on civilians, and
examining international liability of UN missions for misconduct and negligence.
They will also work on reforming the International Criminal Court and
enhancing international cooperation regarding extradition, along with
defining the legal status of the Pakistani territory Kashmir.
Cyber surveillance is government observation and monitoring on
individuals’ Internet activity in order to gather information on human
behaviors to be able to identify and locate them, for the purpose of
finding criminals and preventing illegal online activity. Using high-speed
surveillance computers the governments have the ability to orient online
activity and interactions to monitor for criminal activity, maintain social
control, and recognize threats before they occur. However, many civilians are
concerned that this practice is an invasion of their private activity and an invasion of
their privacy.
The committee will also be analyzing the liability of UN missions
over the past decade. With the number of UN peacekeeping missions and
peacekeepers rising significantly, some recent situations have planted doubts
as to whether the UN has been taking advantage of its power and taking
sufficient measures. This lead to the examining of peacekeeping missions for
misconduct and negligence.
The International Criminal Court (ICC) was established to accompany
legal systems in order to extradite a suspect from that state, and assist in collecting
evidence to accelerate the trial. However, many instances have occurred where the
prosecutor has the evidence, the accusation has been issued, but the trial does not take place because
the suspect is not turned over to the ICC for trial. The ICC is said to be too weak
when it comes to getting states to cooperate, although an organization like the
ICC is greatly needed to hold more power. The GA6 committee will work on
reforming the ICC and enhancing international cooperation.
Since 1947, Pakistan and India have been undergoing a territorial
and legal conflict over the region of Kashmir, and it has become a great
barrier between the relations of the two states. While India believes that
the Pakistani Kashmir suffer from economic development and lack of
political recognition along with basic human rights, Pakistan claims that the
uprisings in Kashmir shows that people would rather be a part of Pakistan
or gain independence. Kashmir, however, seems to remain neutral on the
difference in opinion.
								By Habiba Sallam
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Environmental

The Environmental Commission
will, somewhat self-explanatorily, be
dealing with matters of environmental
sustainability, primarily pollution. The
effort to create an environmentallyfriendly world includes production,
regulating hydraulic fracturing and hydrocarbon production, combating particulate matter pollution, and generally
promoting sustainable consumption.
Hydraulic fracturing (fracking) and
particulate pollution both arose in the
process of industrialization. Hydraulic fracturing, commercially started in
1949, utilizes pressurized liquids to
fracture underground rock formations
and provide access to oil reserves inside. Through hydraulic fracturing is
mechanically uncomplicated and therefore relatively inexpensive, its side effects include groundwater contamination, destruction of natural geography,
and methane gas pollution. Debate has
arisen weighing the economic benefits
of fracking, which fuels cars and industry, versus its environmental and health
determinants.
Particulate matter pollution encompasses many of fracking’s side effects,
as well as those of industrial production, vehicular emission, and agriculture. Particulates occur as atmospheric
suspensions of solid particles in liquid
droplets; in large quantities, they produce low-hanging smog harmful to both

the human respiratory system through
irritation, and to the body in general due
to their chemical content. Such airborne
pollution also produces acid rain, which
erodes soil and compromises its quality; destabilizes aquatic environments by
changing their pHs; and stunts flora by
blocking vital sunlight.
     The committee’s third topic, promoting sustainable consumption and production patterns, encompasses the first two
in searching for an overarching way to
not only reactively reduce pollution, but
also proactively build sustainable structures for living and industry that will
prevent future pollution. The committee will work with the precedent of the
Kyoto Protocol and the Club of Rome,
as well as many nations’ individual sustainability initiatives--for example, Denmark’s water supply tax and Canada’s
eco-friendly car rebate. Major obstacles
include the sheer size and speed of industrialization of many major contaminant producers, including China, India,
the United States, and various European
Union nations.
     The final topic addresses countries’
efforts to stop illegal hunting or killing
of endangered animals. The demand for
luxury goods such as ivory and furs has
led to the critical endangerment of many
species; while many pieces of legislation
has been passed to end such destructive practices, a significant number have

Commission
not been reinforced well enough to
protect animal populations.  Each
species is vital to the food chains
and ecosystems to which it belongs;
any disturbance to these natural
systems ultimately affects all life in
the vicinity and on a global scale-including humans.
     Environmental Commission
presidents Kevin Chuang and
Dasa Riadi hope to see debate that
is productive rather than merely
argumentative or competitive. “I
want delegates to truly understand
the topic and learn something,
see something new,” said Riadi.
Chuang seconded that sentiment:
“Oftentimes we can be unsure about
ourselves, but I hope the delegates
can find themselves in the debate,
find their center and [be sure of]
what they think.”
Topic 1: Promoting sustainable
consumption and production
patterns
Promoting growth that meets
environmental and social needs
Sustainable growth and
consumption
Polluting and health effects of
production
Factors of production
Examples of already-existing
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measures:
Denmark’s water supply tax,
green tax, Value Added Tax
Canada’s EcoAUTO Rebate
(subsidy)-1000-2000 Canadian
dollar rebate for
environmentally friendly cars
Kyoto Protocol and Club of
Rome: organizations attempting
to reform environmental policy/
consumption
Major players and points of
concern:
China
Industrial production: fog,
pollution, “cancer villages”
and chcmical wash-off
stratification of resources,
esp. food
USA
EPA (1970s) and the Clean
Power Plan
EU
28 member states have to
agree on a policy
Fhe Sustainable
Consumption and
Production and Sustainable
Industrial Policy (SCP/SIP)
Action Plan.
India
Population 1 billion, rapid
expansion
By Emily Zhao
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Maisha’s Admin Adventures
“Admining is a hectic crazy experience, you don’t
get a chance to sit up down, you don’t get a chance
to stand still; despite all of this; I would do it all
again in a heartbeat; The rush and exhilaration is
what puts the Art in admining!
   THIMUN 2015 Qatar’s Head of Admin; Maisha
Collins passionately spilled her thoughts on the art
of Admining. Attending Qatar Academy for her final
year of schooling; 18 year old Maisha’s MUN journey has been nothing short of phenomenal.
“The Admin staff play a crucial role in the conference; I would go so far as to say that they make up
its backbone…”
Maisha Loveday is an 18 year old grade 12 student
currently attending Qatar Academy. Having attended
a variety of conferences over the years; she has
witnessed THIMUN’S extensive development and
growth.
“ I got involved in MUN when it first started here
in Qatar, So I’ve done 3 conferences, I started as a
regular admin. Back then it was already a pretty big
conference and loads of schools were getting involved year it gets bigger and bigger. “
She enthusiastically expressed her desires and aspirations for the outcome of the conference;
“Hopefully in terms of admin, everything runs
smoothly. There are a lot of things we are in charge
of and there is a lot of planning and organisation involved for the conference to be able to work. I hope

everythingcan come together and there be no big
issues. This year we have a new arabic committee
we’re introducing. A lot of the rooms are taking up
to 120 people, where before they only took 80. Its
more just more and more people and everyone especially in Qatar Academy are really excited for it.”
To conclude the interview; Maisha was asked if she
had any advice for new or shy people in MUN. The
response she provided was extremely inspiring, and
a reflection of her years of experience in the field of
MUN.
“Every time I did MUN as admin, I got paired with
people who you dont know and people from other
grades. Just get out of that school situation and talk
to other people from other grades who you don’t
really talk to even though you might see them in
school. You feel more comfortable getting to know
them. It really helps you branch out and meet new
people.”
				By Hannah Akhtar

Behind The Scenes Of
THIMUN
The smell of freshly baked brownies and doughnuts pervaded our schools athletics and commons
facility. Delegates had spent the previous evening concocting their most delicious delicacies for
sale the next morning. Those unfamiliar with the practice of running a bake sale cannot
comprehend the terror of having a mob of hungry young teenagers screaming credit numbers
and brandishing money. On average, such an ordeal yields a mere 150 USD, but our
THIMUN delegation managed to generated close to 750 USD.
Initially, we hoped to contribute the money to the Afghan delegation’s trip to
THIMUN Qatar, especially since we heard we might have the privilege of touring
with them during a sightseeing component of our visit. “We want to help afford
them an experience like we’re going to have,” says Tyler Waterman, the
ambassador of the John Burroughs delegation and director of the bake sale.
Through indirect contact with the Afghan delegation we heard about the
amazing Skateistan program in Kabul and wanted part of the money
raised in our bake sale to support their cause. Skateistan is an
international initiative designed to liberate and empower youths in
Cambodia, Afghanistan, and South Africa. Though Skateistan
primarily focuses on distributing skateboards and teaching
participants to ride, the program also provides enrichment
education and a sense of community to its members. Many
Skateistan mentors are young adults who provide role
models for their younger counterparts. The Afghanistan
branch of Skateistan has also granted transportation
independence to many women forbidden from driving and
riding bikes.
Our community embraced the bake sale knowing the proceeds would
help a group of students a world away who we did not know. Our
school usually doesn’t encourage raising money for organizations that we
have never visited in person or don’t have a direct connect with the
experience can be something of a trust fall. However, we were all impressed
by the work of the Qatar Leadership Conference (QLC) and their initiative to
help bring the students from Kabul to THIMUN Qatar (TQ). We were also
impressed to hear how hard the delegation from Kabul was working to prepare for
TQ, and we were moved to hear how Skateistan works to afford young people,
especially girls, more opportunities through education and sport. We hope our bake sale
efforts express our sincere desire to come to Doha in February to learn more about Middle
Eastern culture and form personal ties with you as we share in a common experience as one
THIMUN family.
By Joshua Kazdan and Emily Zhao
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